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Defense 2-25 

 

Example 18: With two out and bases full, the batter hits a 
home run.    

Before the runner who was on first base can touch third, he is 
overtaken by the batter-runner, who is called out by virtue of 
rule 5.09(b)(9) of the OBR.  

Two runs are nevertheless scored: the runner from first base 
is deemed to have reached second safely and the batter-
runner is credited with a double and an automatic putout.  

Example 19: if, however, the batter-runner is called out before 
the second runner touches home plate, only one run is 
scored, as the second run would have been scored after the 
third putout. 

  

























Defense 2-37 

 

Example 35: With a runner on second base the batter hits a 
ground ball to the third baseman, who catches the ball and 
throws it to second, catching the runner off base.  

This leads to a rundown play.  

The ball is passed from one fielder to another (third baseman, 
second baseman, catcher, shortstop, third baseman, second 
baseman, catcher) until the shortstop makes a putout. Write 
the complete rundown on the score-sheet but credit only one assist to the 
third baseman, the second baseman, the shortstop and the catcher and a 
putout to the shortstop. 

Example 36: The batter hits a ground ball to the third 
baseman, who catches it in time to put him out at first base, 
but throws wild to the first base.  

The batter-runner advances towards second base but is put 
out by the shortstop assisted by the right fielder, who caught the ball 
thrown by the third baseman. Charge an error to the third baseman, an 
assist to the right fielder and a putout to the shortstop. 

Example 37: The batter hits a slow ground ball towards the 
third baseman, who catches it too late to put him out at first 
base, but throws in any case, muffing the throw.  

The batter-runner continues towards second base but is put 
out by the shortstop, assisted by a throw from the right fielder, who 
caught the ball thrown by the third baseman. Credit an assist to the right 
fielder and a putout to the shortstop. 

Example 38: The batter is struck out but on the third strike the 
catcher fails to catch the ball, which bounces against the 
protective barriers behind him and back onto the field.  

The pitcher catches the ball and assists the first baseman in a 
putout. Credit an assist to the pitcher and a putout to the first baseman. 

  





















Defense 2-47 

 

Example 49: With a runner on first base the batter hits a 
ground ball to the shortstop, who recovers it in time to put 
out the runner and throws to second base.  

The second baseman, who had moved quickly to cover second 
base, fails to catch the ball, allowing both runners to reach 
base safely. Charge a decisive fielding error to the second 
baseman for having failed to put out the runner, and credit 
the shortstop with an assist. 

Example 50: With a runner on first base the batter hits to the 
second baseman, who lets the ball pass between his legs.  

The batter-runner reaches first base and the runner advances 
to third.  

Charge a decisive catching error to the second baseman for 
having failed to put out the batter-runner and allowed the 
runner to reach third base. 

NOTE: Record just one error, which allowed two runners to advance one or 
more bases. 

Example 51: With batter number 3 at bat, the runner on first 
base sets off to steal second. The catcher makes an excellent 
throw to second base in ample time to put out the runner. 
Strangely, neither the second baseman nor the shortstop goes 
to cover second base, allowing the runner to steal the base.  

The official scorer may ask the coach of the defending team which of the 
two fielders should have gone to the base (in this case, the second 
baseman). Charge a decisive fielding error to the second baseman for 
having failed to put out the runner, and credit an assist to the catcher. 
Charge a caught stealing both to the catcher and to the runner. 

  





Defense 2-49 

 

Example 55: With a runner on second base the batter hits a 
single and the runner reaches third base and continues 
towards the home plate.  

The third baseman intervenes and tries to impede his 
progress. The umpire awards the runner a base for 
obstruction.  

If the official scorer deems the obstruction to have been a 
determining factor in scoring the run he should record the run as shown in 
the example. Charge an extra base error to the third baseman for having 
committed the obstruction. 

Example 56: If, however, the official scorer considers that the 
runner would have scored regardless of the obstruction, he 
should record the action as given to the right.  

Example 57: Fly ball between the left fielder and center 
fielder. Both run to the ball, the left fielder catches it but the 
center fielder knocks him over, making him drop the ball. The 
batter-runner reaches first base.  

Charge a decisive fly ball error to the center fielder for having prevented 
the left fielder from making the putout. 

Example 58: The batter hits a ground ball to the shortstop 
who fumbles the grounded ball, although in the judgment of 
the official scorer he would have had time to throw to first 
base.  

He recovers the ball and throws to first anyway, making a bad throw and 
enabling the batter-runner to advance another base.  

Charge the shortstop with two errors: one decisive error and one extra 
base error, the first a fielding error and the second a throwing error, as the 
batter-runner reached each of the two bases on a different error. 

  









Defense 2-53 

 

Example 70: Still with the same situation, both misplays, by 
the shortstop and by the first baseman, are made. 

In this case, two errors are charged. 

Example 71: In this example, both offensive players are 
retired, but the second baseman drops the ball (thrown by the 
shortstop) after having tagged second base, then recovers it in 
time to retouch the base and assist the first baseman in 
putting out the batter-runner.  

The error, while not decisive, does not cancel out the assist by 
the shortstop.  

Example 72: Both offensive players are put out. The second 
baseman tags the base after having fielded the batted ball and 
throws to first base, but the first baseman drops the ball, then 
recovers it in time to put out the batter-runner.  

Despite the misplay, the first baseman recovers the ball and 
thereupon proceeds to force out the batter-runner, which 
ultimately leads to the double play.  

Example 73: With a runner on first base, the batter hits a 
ground ball to the shortstop, who throws to second and puts 
out the runner.  

The second baseman then throws to first but muffs the throw, 
enabling the batter-runner to reach second.  

Charge an extra base throwing error to the second baseman 
for having allowed the batter-runner to reach second. 

Remember that in no case should an error be charged against the 
fielder for the batter-runner reaching first base, even if, in the opinion of 
the official scorer, he could have made the putout, as the throw was made 
to complete a double play. 

  

















Offense 3-5 

 

To give some examples of the different categories: 

- where the ball is hit in the infield and stays in the infield 

- where the ball is hit in the infield and it ends in the outfield (left side, 
middle, right side) 

- where the ball is hit in the outfield 

 

- where the ball is hit in the outfield down to the foul line 

- when the ball was a bunt, but was not a sacrifice hit (bunt) 









Offense 3-9 

 

The second baseman - In the event of a ground ball hit towards second 
base, which may be caught with ordinary effort, and which the fielder fails 
to catch, an error shall be charged in the absence of any obvious and 
relevant sideways motion by the fielder. 

The third baseman - The zone in which the third baseman operates is 
where the majority of balls hit within the diamond end up, and where they 
are the fastest. Many of these balls are therefore difficult to control, given 
their speed, particularly if they bounce before entering the third base 
zone. Indeed, if they bounce, the balls may take an unnatural trajectory, 
increasing the difficulty of the catch. It is important to pay close attention 
to the speed of the ball in order to judge the difficulty of the catch. 
NOTE: Similar considerations apply to the first baseman when the batter is 
left-handed. 

Outfielders - If a ball hit to the outfielders bounces in front of a fielder who 
has come forward to catch it on the fly and passes over his head, credit the 
batter with a two-base hit (or more), rather than a single, and an extra 
base error. 

Another important concept that should be borne in mind in assessing 
the value of hits is that the official scorer shall always give the batter the 
benefit of the doubt. A safe course for the official scorer to follow is to 
score a hit when exceptionally good fielding of a ball fails to result in a 
putout [OBR 9.05(a) Comment]. 

NO HIT IS awarded, according to rule 9.05(b) of the OBR when a 

a) runner is forced out by a batted ball, or would have been forced out 
except for a fielding error [OBR 9.05(b)(1)]. 

It follows therefore that if there is also an error, no base hit should 
be awarded, with the possible exception of obstruction. 

b) batter apparently hits safely and a runner who is forced to 
advance by reason of the batter becoming a runner fails 
to touch the first base to which such runner is advancing 
and is called out on appeal. The official scorer shall charge 
the batter with a time at bat but no hit [OBR 9.05(b)(2)]. 
We will only credit a hit if the runner is not forced to 
advance. Example 1 

  









Offense 3-13 

 

When the batter, after making a safe hit, is called out for having failed 
to touch a base, the last base he reached safely shall determine if the 
official scorer shall credit him with a one-base hit, a two-base hit or a 
three-base hit. If a batter-runner is called out after missing home plate, the 
official scorer shall credit him with a three-base hit. If a batter-runner is 
called out for missing third base, the official scorer shall credit him with a 
two-base hit.  

If a batter-runner is called out for missing second base, the official 
scorer shall credit him with a one-base hit. If a batter-runner is called out 
for missing first base, the official scorer shall credit him with a time at bat, 
but no hit [OBR 9.06(d)]. 

When a batter-runner is awarded two bases, three bases or a home run 
under the provisions of Rules 5.06(b)(4) or 6.01(h)(1), the official scorer 
shall credit the batter-runner  with a two-base hit, a three-base hit or a 
home run, as the case may be [OBR 9.06(e)]. 

NOTE: A batter, who has made a safe hit and, despite being trapped 
between bases, safely reaches the next base without any defensive errors, 
shall be awarded a hit corresponding to the last base he reached safely. 

  





































Offense 3-31 

 

Example 25: With less than two out and runners on first and 
third, the hindmost runner is hit by a ground ball from the 
third batter.  
The hit runner is called out (Out by Rule  9). 
The batter-runner is awarded first base on the hit. 
If a run is scored as a result of this action by the unforced 
runner it does not count, and the player therefore has to 
return to the base he occupied previously. 

ATTENTION:  If a runner not touching a base is hit by an infield fly, the 
batter is called out (Out by Rule 8) as well as the runner (Out by Rule 9). 
This is a double play. 

If, on the other hand, the runner is hit by an infield fly while in contact 
with the base, only the batter is declared out. 

Note that in an infield fly situation the ball is live and in play, and 
therefore all runners may advance at their own risk. 

  

















































Offense 3-55 

 

Example 80: In the example the batter-runner takes 
advantage of a throw by the outfielder to advance to second,  

while in the example 81 the same advance is a direct 
consequence of an error. 

Example 82: On the hit the lead runner scores, while the other 
runner and the batter-runner both reach an extra base when 
the outfielder throws to home base in the dubious attempt to 
prevent a run from being scored. 

  













Offense 3-61 

 

Example 94: With runners on first and third, the runner on 
first base tries to steal second. The catcher muffs his throw to 
second and the runner on third takes the opportunity to score 
a run. The runner on first base is credited with a stolen base, 
and the advance by the runner on third is put down to an 
extra base error by the catcher. 

Example 95: The runner on third is trapped between third and 
home base, but succeeds in reaching home base safely 
without any errors being committed by the defense. He is 
credited with a stolen base. 

Example 96: With runners on first and second, there is a 
double steal. The catcher, rather than playing for the runner 
on second, plays for the runner on first, and when he throws 
the preceding runner scores. The advance to home base is 
also a stolen base, and the connecting line indicates the 
continuity of action.  

  









































































The pitcher 5-9 

 

Example 14: With less than two out, the first batter walks.   

The next batter hits a double to the center fielder, forcing 
the runner to third base.  

The third batter advances to first base after being touched 
by the pitched ball.  

The next batter hits to the shortstop who throws to home 
base in an attempt to put out the runner about to score.  

The runner, however, reaches the base before the ball does, 
and scores. The fielder's choice is not a fielding chance. 

Everyone else advances one base.  

The run is an earned run. 

Example 15: The first batter walks.  

The next two batters hit singles inside the diamond, filling 
the bases.  

The fourth batter is awarded a base on balls, forcing all the 
other runners to advance one base, and enabling the runner 
on third to score.  

This is an earned run. 

 

 

















The pitcher 5-17 

 

Example 29: The first pitcher leaves one runner on base, who 
is subsequently put out trying to advance on a hit.  

The author of the hit reaches second and subsequently scores.  

The run is charged to the second pitcher as the runner put on 
base by the first pitcher was put out by his own fault and not 
by the fault of the batter. 

Example 30: The first and second pitchers both leave one 
runner on base when they are relieved, and must therefore be 
charged with one run each.  

The first runner is put out on a batted ball, likewise the 
second, while the batter-runners reach base safely on an 
occupied ball.  

The fifth batter hits a home run to the right field.  

A run is charged to each pitcher. 

Example 31: The first pitcher leaves one runner on 
base.  

He must be charged with one run.  

During the play in which the runner put on base by the first 
pitcher is put out, the other runners reach base safely because 
the ball is occupied.  

Two runs are then scored.  

The first run is charged to the first pitcher, while the second is 
charged to the second pitcher.  

Indeed, the first pitcher may be charged with only one run as 
he left only one man on base.  

















The pitcher 5-25 

 

Example 46: In this situation we see the action as it occurred.  
We have an indication of what would have happened with 
legal play: the second batter would not yet have scored, but 
would have stopped at third base.  
With this method it is possible to see clearly that if a runner 
had scored through legal play, the corresponding run in the 
real action would be earned, even if the play had been illegal.  
If not, a run actually scored would be unearned. 

Example 47: With a runner on first base, the first baseman 
muffs a foul fly on an easy hit and an error is therefore noted 
in the first base square.  
The second batter hits a home run.  
The second run cannot be earned in any circumstances.  
In order to determine whether the first run is earned, we have 
to wait for the subsequent turns at bat, as in the 
reconstruction of the inning the first batsman should be 
considered as being still on first base. 
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